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Welcome to Innovations High
School!
Thank you for choosing Innovations High School to continue your education. We are
pleased and excited to offer you an innovative learning experience, comprehensive
services (including individual tutoring, counseling, and job assistance), and increased
opportunities for success.
This handbook is an outline of rules, regulations, benefits, and general policies of
Innovations High School. Please familiarize yourself with the content of this
handbook. We hope that it addresses most, if not all, of your questions.
We sincerely hope that your experience at Innovations will be challenging,
rewarding, and enjoyable.
Welcome!

Innovations High School is a campus of Youth Connection Charter School and a program of CIRCLE
Foundation. For questions, call (312) 999-9360 or visit www.innovationshs.org.
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Vision Statement
Our vision is to become an innovative community of learners that fosters intelligent
creative expression, social responsibility, personal development, and scholastic
excellence.

Mission Statement
Our mission is to develop resilient critical thinkers in a supportive community.
Through arts integration, writing across the curriculum and character development,
we inspire, motivate and empower students to succeed in an ever-changing world.

Phoenix Creed
Call: What is a Phoenix?
Together: A Phoenix:
Perseveres through fire
Strives for standards that are higher
And has the ability to transform to attain what it desires!
I am a Phoenix!
As a Phoenix I demonstrate:
Intelligent creative expression
Social Responsibility
Personal development
And Scholastic excellence!

Innovations High School is a campus of Youth Connection Charter School and a program of CIRCLE
Foundation. For questions, call (312) 999-9360 or visit www.innovationshs.org.
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Campus Affiliation
Youth Connection Charter School (YCCS) is the only chartered multi-campus
alternative education system, and is the leading provider of alternative
education programs in the Chicago area. YCCS is a nationally recognized
model for alternative education with quality academic and support services,
providing tools to empower at-risk students and high school dropouts to
graduate and become productive members of society. Please call 312-3280799 or visit www.yccs.us for more information.
SCHOOL MOTTO
“Higher Standards”
The staff of Innovations High School is committed to the success of each
and every student enrolled in our school. We believe that students have
unlimited potential and can rise to meet higher standards through higher
expectations. We dedicate ourselves to the preparation of our students to
compete and advance in today’s ever developing society.
SCHOOL COLORS
Cardinal Red and Old Gold
MASCOT
Phoenix
Innovations High School’s Four Quadrants
Scholastic Excellence, Intelligent Creative Expression, Social
Responsibility and Personal Development (see appendix)
Equal Educational Opportunity and Affirmative Action
Policy Statement
As a campus of the Youth Connection Charter School, Innovations High
School is committed to equal educational opportunity, and will take action
to ensure that all students are treated fairly during enrollment.
Innovations High School is a campus of Youth Connection Charter School and a program of CIRCLE
Foundation. For questions, call (312) 999-9360 or visit www.innovationshs.org.
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Enrollment
All students enrolling at Innovations must meet the following criteria:
•
•
•

Must have enough credits to graduate before the age of 21
In order to be eligible for graduation students must obtain 18 credits by the end of their
senior academic year.
Students must possess a desire to buy into our school’s mission and vision.

Registration
The following paperwork will be required from each student prior to enrollment. All forms or
photocopies must be on file prior to registration.
Official high school transcripts
State ID or Driver’s License
Emergency contact form
Photographic release form
Proof of address

Health/immunization records
Drop letter from previous high school
Lunch application form
Student Photo ID
Other applicable IHS documentation

Admission and Program Entrance Requirements
For the purposes of admission into the Charter, YCCS accepts enrollment of any pupil who resides
within the City of Chicago (Board of Education District #299), is 16-21 years of age, at risk and has
dropped out or formally withdrawn from his or her former school. Priority for enrollment is given to
pupils who were enrolled in the previous year, unless expelled for cause, homeless students,
neighborhood youth and siblings of students currently enrolled. Students who have reached the age
of 21 before the beginning of the academic year may not enroll in YCCS. Likewise, students who
are under the age of 16 at the beginning of the school year may not enroll in YCCS. If the student
turns 21 during the school year, s/he may remain in enrollment for the rest of that year only.

Lottery Process
Once IHS reaches student capacity, all remaining applicants that meet the enrollment criteria shall
be placed on the IHS lottery list. All waiting/lottery list and applicant referrals are forwarded to the
Youth Connection Charter School’s office on the 20th day of each month via lottery referral
transmittal form. IHS conducts lotteries as needed to fill available seats when students withdraw or
graduate. All lotteries are witnessed by an independent third party.

Innovations High School is a campus of Youth Connection Charter School and a program of CIRCLE
Foundation. For questions, call (312) 999-9360 or visit www.innovationshs.org.
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Supplies
Each teacher will outline the supplies required for each class in the course syllabus. Students must
have supplies every day that they are in school (i.e. pens, paper, notebooks, pencils, etc.)
Disciplinary actions will be taken if unprepared for school (see Discipline Code).

Attendance policy
Bell Schedule
School will be open for students at 7:45 a.m. for breakfast. The regular school day schedule is
detailed below:

Regular days (M, T, R, F):
•
•
•
•
•

Breakfast: 7:45-8:25
1st Period: 8:30-10:05
2nd Period: 10:10-12:23 (students will be scheduled for a lunch during this period)
3rd Period: 12:28-2:03
4th Period: 2:08-2:48

Wednesdays are abbreviated school days. The second half of Wednesday is reserved for school
collaborations.

Wednesdays:
•
•
•
•
•

Breakfast: 7:45-8:25
1st period: 8:30-9:40
2nd period: 9:45-10:55
3rd period: 11:00-12:47 (students will be scheduled for a lunch during this period)
Student support, interventions, and online learning for eligible students will occur on an
appointment basis on Wednesday afternoons due to regularly scheduled staff meetings,
school improvement planning and professional development.

Absences
The following attendance procedure will help you to understand what the school expects in terms of
attendance for every student and the consequences of truancy, unexcused absences, and excessive
tardiness:
• The attendance goal for students at IHS is 80% and above. Therefore, students should not be
absent more than four days in a twenty - (20) day school month. Students missing more than
4 days per month will face a decreased likelihood of success at Innovations.
• Students who meet attendance and grade eligibility may enroll in a 4th course through our
Aventa program. See our course load policy for further details.
As soon as it becomes evident that a student will not be able to attend school, the student (if 18 or
older) or an adult listed as authorized emergency contact must call the office manager and state the
cause of the absence. Upon returning to school, the student must present written verification of the
Innovations High School is a campus of Youth Connection Charter School and a program of CIRCLE
Foundation. For questions, call (312) 999-9360 or visit www.innovationshs.org.
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cause of absence (i.e. note signed by parent, doctor, caseworker, probation officer, etc.). If there is
no written documentation for the cause of absence, the absence will be deemed unexcused.
Advisors, administrators and other relevant staff will meet with the students and their parents to
discuss and seek resolution for chronic absenteeism. During each quarter, these conferences will be
scheduled as follows:
5 absences:

Letter is sent to parent/guardian addressing their student’s absence and the
school’s attendance policy.

10 absences

Conferences and meeting with Administrator and Parent/Guardian. Student
placed on probation (signed attendance contract)

20 absences:

Student is automatically dropped from school.
(Probation Violation)

Early Dismissals
Students must have a valid reason with parent or guardian permission in order to receive an early
dismissal. The phone number used to reach the parent or guardian must be listed on the student’s
emergency form. More than 3 early dismissals without official documentation (medical, legal) in
one quarter will result in a parent conference. Regardless of a student’s age, the student’s parent
will be contacted if the policy is being abused.

Tardies

Students are considered tardy for 1st period classes after 8:30 a.m. on all school days.
Students who are late because of an appointment with a doctor, caseworker, court date, etc. must
call in advance to inform office staff of the tardy and bring in written documentation to that effect.
Parents must call prior to 8:15 a.m. to report a tardy due to an emergency or appointment. Parents
must leave a voicemail on extension 100 if a staff member does not answer. Any arrivals after 9:30
a.m. will require additional documentation (such as a doctor's statement for an appointment).

Instructional Program
Arts Integration
Arts integration is an instructional model that pairs an arts discipline with a traditional subject in
order to enhance learning in both areas. All academic classes incorporate an arts-integrated unit of
instruction. By integrating the arts, we seek to: 1) increase student motivation and attitudes toward
learning, 2) support learning and increase student success in core academic subjects, and 3)
organize integrated instruction around “big ideas” that enable students to make meaningful
connections between concepts learned in different subject areas.

Innovations High School is a campus of Youth Connection Charter School and a program of CIRCLE
Foundation. For questions, call (312) 999-9360 or visit www.innovationshs.org.
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Academic Enrichment Plan (AEP)
An AEP will be developed for all IHS students upon entry and reviewed quarterly and as needed in
order to assess eligibility for graduation. The AEP serves to assist students by: charting the
student’s academic goals, success towards those goals and by identifying current or potential
obstacles the student may encounter. Students’ progress in Innovations’ four quadrants of scholastic
excellence, intelligent creative expression, personal development, and social responsibility will be
tracked and monitored.

Youth Experiencing Success (YES) Program
Students selected to participate in this program will meet with the YES Mentor at scheduled times.
The student and the mentor will evaluate academic progress, career development, internship
progress, job shadowing opportunities, and discuss issues concerning college placement, as well as
recommend referral services if needed.

English Language Learner (ELL) Program
Innovations High School provides a Bilingual Education program for English Language Learners
(ELLs). The purpose of this program is to provide ELLs the opportunity to acquire language skills
necessary to become proficient in English and successfully function academically in the general
program of instruction.

Testing
• The STAR reading and math assessments will be administered four times per year. The

•
•

STAR results are utilized for course placement, obtaining skill diagnostics, and for
measuring growth throughout the school year. Students must make month-to-month gains
on both assessments.
The SAT will be administered to juniors in the spring.
Passing the United States Constitution Test is required for graduation.

Academic Support Course Assignments
•

Students who score under a 8.0 on the STAR reading assessment will be assigned to the
Intro to Composition course*. Students who score under 5.0 on the STAR Math assessment
will be assigned to the Bridge to Algebra* course. All other math courses will be scheduled
based on STAR math scores. *This policy may not apply to students with I.E.P.
documentation.

Grades
Grades (report cards) are issued at the end of each quarter (approximately every 9-10 weeks).
Grades are based on a combination of classwork, homework assignments, tests and quizzes,
attendance, special projects and class participation.

Innovations High School is a campus of Youth Connection Charter School and a program of CIRCLE
Foundation. For questions, call (312) 999-9360 or visit www.innovationshs.org.
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Grading Scale
Student performance will be evaluated using the following grading scale:
A= 90-100%
Work is exemplary and regularly exceeds standards
B= 80-89%
Work slightly exceeds standards
C= 70-79%
Work meets standards
All students are required to pass scheduled classes with a 70% or higher unless otherwise indicated
by IEP. Students performing below a C average will be considered as performing below average,
thus there are no grades of ”D” given. Students performing below 70% will receive a grade of “F”
unless otherwise indicated by IEP.

Aventa Program
Aventa is an online program that provides self-paced courses taught by an online instructor and
facilitated by an in-class mentor. Students may complete more than one Aventa course per quarter
within one class period. Aventa courses are also offered in summer school for a small fee.

Student Course Load Policy
All students will be enrolled in three (3) courses to begin each quarter. Students interested in the
optional 4th period Aventa course must meet the following criteria:
-Maintain 90% attendance
-No excessive tardies
-All A's and B's during regularly scheduled classes
Eligible students will be allowed to apply for enrollment in the 4th period Aventa course after each
5-week progress report. This will allow the school to determine eligibility based on student
attendance and grade records from the first 5 weeks. Students who are unable to maintain the above
requirements will be dropped from their Aventa courses. Eligible students should complete each 4th
period course by the following progress report, unless they complete it early and begin a new
course. Students who are unable to meet each course completion deadline must request an
extension. Students must complete all 4th period Aventa courses prior to the 4th quarter progress
report in order for those courses to count towards graduation. Aventa grades will not be reported on
progress reports or report cards, but will be reported in PowerSchool upon completion.
Parents/guardians may request an Aventa parent account in order to monitor students' progress in
Aventa courses, or may contact the student's Aventa Mentor or the Assistant Principal for
information on the student's Aventa activity and progress.

Progress Reports

Students will receive academic progress reports for each quarter (approximately every 5th week of
that particular quarter). IHS will hold a “Phoenix Family Day” on each progress report distribution
day. All parents are encouraged to visit the school that day, but parents of students who are
failing one or more classes are required to attend.

Innovations High School is a campus of Youth Connection Charter School and a program of CIRCLE
Foundation. For questions, call (312) 999-9360 or visit www.innovationshs.org.
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Homework
Students will be given homework at least twice per week in each class. Students will receive a
syllabus that details the homework policy for each class. Students will complete assignments by the
dates they are due. Absences do not excuse any student from completing assignments. It is the
responsibility of that student to obtain and complete any missed assignment. Students who fail to
turn in homework assignments on the due date are subject to failing that course.

Writing Across the Curriculum
All students must successfully complete at least one essay in each of their courses. These essays can
be included in the senior portfolio.

Academic Advisors
Each student will be assigned an Advisor for the school year. The Advisor will:
• Meet with the student quarterly to complete the AEP form, discuss progress and any issues
or challenges the student is having
• Stay in contact with parents regarding grades, attendance, and behavior
• Assist seniors with preparation for their senior portfolio presentations (discuss preparedness,
presentation skills, punctuality, attire, etiquette, etc.)

Accelerated Learning Program
Students who score at or above their current grade level on the STAR assessments are eligible to
enroll in a program for accelerated learners. This may include participation in a dual enrollment or
other program. See the Assistant Principal for further information.

Evening Program
Innovations High School offers an evening school program for students who require flexible
scheduling. Students enrolled in the morning program may be required to switch to the evening
program if the student is not successful in the day program due to a variety of factors.

Grade Level Information
Grade level is measured by the number of credits a student enters with and earns toward graduation.
All students remain in the Ungraded population until they successfully meet eligibility requirements
to be promoted to the 11th grade population, subject to the student’s AEP/IEP. All students who by
definition have completed less than 6 of their credit requirements towards graduation will be
classified as Ungraded Underclassman.
Ungraded/Underclassman
Junior
Senior

0-6
6.5-11.5
12-18

Innovations High School is a campus of Youth Connection Charter School and a program of CIRCLE
Foundation. For questions, call (312) 999-9360 or visit www.innovationshs.org.
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Transfer Credits
Students must submit official completed transcripts from all their previous high schools upon
enrollment. Transfer credits are only accepted from accredited schools, and only at the beginning of
each quarter. If a student fails to submit a transfer credit after the first week of the quarter (or the
first week of the student’s enrollment) then the student must wait until the following quarter for that
credit to be considered in grade calculation. This is to aid in students submitting records in a timely
fashion and to prevent students being removed from class midway through a quarter. Students may
be placed in courses according to their ability regardless of credits earned in courses at previous
schools. *Out of District credits will be evaluated for acceptance on an individual basis.

Service Learning
Seniors at IHS must complete 40 hours of community service to satisfy their graduation
requirements. To keep students on track to graduate, students are required to complete a certain
number of community service hours per grade level to advance to the next grade. The hours are as
follows:
Ungraded/Underclassman
Junior
Senior

0-20 hours
20.5-30 hours
30.5-40 hours

IHS will link students to area community service opportunities. The community service requirement
also involves a written application and a written evaluation of completed service (see the Registrars'
Office for details). Community service from previous school transcripts are transferable to IHS.

Graduation Standards
A diploma from Innovations High School requires students to earn credits in the following areas:
4 English (Including Innovations 101 and Senior Portfolio courses)
3 Math (must include 1 credit in Algebra & 1 credit including Geometry content)
2 Science (must include Biology or a course integrating Biology)
3 Social Studies (must include 1 credit of US History and one semester of Consumer
Ed/Economics, Civics required starting 2017-2018 school year)
• 1 Art, Foreign Language, or Vocational/Career Education
• 1 Health and/or P.E.
• 4 Electives, which can include any additional courses from the subjects listed above
Total = Minimum of 18 credits
•
•
•
•

Additional requirements:
• Take the S.A.T. exam
• Pass the Illinois and United States Constitution Test (Public Law 195)
• Complete 40 service learning hours
• Achieve a minimum 10th grade reading level as measured by the STAR assessment
Innovations High School is a campus of Youth Connection Charter School and a program of CIRCLE
Foundation. For questions, call (312) 999-9360 or visit www.innovationshs.org.
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•
•

Satisfactory completion of Senior Portfolio
Have a minimum of 1 semester (90 days) residency requirement

Senior Portfolio
Students will be enrolled in the Senior Portfolio class during the semester of their projected
graduation. The Senior Portfolio is required for both January and June graduates. Students must
complete and successfully present an approved portfolio to be considered candidates for graduation
from Innovations. Students will not be guaranteed enrollment in the Senior Portfolio class, and not
be considered potential graduates, unless they have completed all credit and graduation
requirements necessary for that semester’s graduation by the previous quarter. For January
graduates, students must have all graduation requirements complete (with the exception of their
final 3 classes) by the end of 1st quarter. For June graduates, students must have all graduation
requirements complete (with the exception of their final 3 classes) by the end of 3rd quarter.

Applying for Graduation
Once a student has completed and submitted their senior portfolio and 40 hours of community
service and has completed and passed the constitution test, the student may apply for graduation.
Students must apply for graduation at the beginning of the semester they plan to graduate. Students
must be in good academic standing (not on academic probation) in order to apply for graduation.
Students must only have one semester of coursework remaining to apply for graduation. Students
are required to pass their remaining semester’s coursework in order to graduate. Only students who
complete their remaining semester’s coursework with grades of “C” or better will be allowed to
participate in the commencement ceremony in June. Submitted applications will be reviewed by the
IHS administration and students will be notified of their eligibility and approval for graduation in a
timely manner. Applications for graduation are available in the Registrar’s office. Students must
graduate by the time they are 21 (22 with I.E.P.).

Valedictorian and Salutatorian Eligibility
Students who have completed two full semesters at Innovations and complete all graduation
requirements by the last day of classes for the second semester will be eligible to become an
Innovations Valedictorian or Salutatorian.

Innovations High School is a campus of Youth Connection Charter School and a program of CIRCLE
Foundation. For questions, call (312) 999-9360 or visit www.innovationshs.org.
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School Lockers
Locker usage is mandatory for Innovations High School students in efforts to maintain a safe
environment. All students are assigned individual combination lockers to store their coats. It is the
student’s responsibility to keep their locker combination private and not give the combination out or
allow other students to store items in their lockers. Students are not allowed to bring their own locks
for the lockers. Any unauthorized locks will be cut off by IHS staff. Students are advised to keep
their outerwear only (coats, hats, gloves, etc.) in the lockers, and to keep personal valuables
(wallets, purses, money) in their personal possession at all times. IHS is not responsible for loss of
personal valuables, as we advise against storing them in lockers. If a student is absent for 10 or
more consecutive days without notifying the school, any belongings left in the student’s locker will
be discarded.
Students are only allowed to go to their lockers before and after school and during lunch. No passes
will be given to lockers during class time. Lockers are property of IHS and subject to inspection and
search at any time. Any student that has any item in their locker that is a violation of school policy
is subject to discipline (see discipline policy).

Search, Seizure, and use of Metal Detectors at School Facilities
IHS follows the Chicago Public Schools (CPS) policy on search and seizure and the use of metal
detectors at school facilities (section 409.3). This policy allows school officials to search individual
students and their personal effects whenever there is reasonable suspicion. This includes personal
items and belongings such as outerwear and book bags, and any items, such as decks and lockers
that are property of the school. This policy also authorizes the use of handheld and walk-thru metal
detectors to assist in searches. Any student that has an item found in the student’s possession or in
their belongings in violation of school policy is subject to discipline (see discipline policy). The
full CPS policy on search and seizure is available at the IHS campus upon request.

Innovations High School is a campus of Youth Connection Charter School and a program of CIRCLE
Foundation. For questions, call (312) 999-9360 or visit www.innovationshs.org.
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Student Fees
In order to provide a quality educational program, it is necessary to supplement classroom
materials. The following itemized list of fees is assessed for various workbooks, administrative
cost, supplies and materials:

CIRCLE Foundation/Innovations High School
2017-2018 Itemized Student Fees
Itemized
Fee

Fee Description

50.00

Administrative/overhead costs (student records keeping; administration of
student fees)

5.00

Student CTA reduced bus card

32.00

(2) Uniform shirts

75.00

Instructional materials

5.00

Student ID Card (replacement fee of $15)

68.00

Student activities: supplies & materials for monthly student awards
(excluding student of the month incentives); field trips to museums/
architectural tours/art shows

15.00

Ubuntu assembly guest speakers

$ 250.00
*No student will be denied educational activities or services, and no penalty will be
imposed on a student because of the family's inability to pay a fee. If you are unable to pay
a fee contact the Controller to discuss payment options. A parent or legal guardian must
contact the Controller for payment options. Fees are only excused if the fee waiver is
approved.

*Note: In addition to the student fees, seniors have an additional fee of $100.
This fee includes: all graduation activities (graduation invitations, tickets,
awards, program printing, facility rental, ceremony expenses, cap & gown).

Innovations High School is a campus of Youth Connection Charter School and a program of CIRCLE
Foundation. For questions, call (312) 999-9360 or visit www.innovationshs.org.
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Identification Card (ID Cards)
To ensure the safety of all students at IHS and to prevent trespassers from entering the building,
CPS requires all students and staff to wear photo ID cards at all times. This rule will be strictly
enforced as it is in many other schools and workplaces.
• All students will be issued a photo ID card during the beginning of the school year.
• These cards must be work above the waist at all times during the school day while on school
property.
• Replacement ID cards must be purchased from the financial office for $5.
• The ID card is necessary to enter the building at any time during the day, to enter classes, to
enter the lunch line, to receive physical education equipment, and to participate in co-curricular
activities, etc.
• Students are to present their ID cards to any staff member upon request. Failure to do so will
result in disciplinary action.
• Students will be subject to disciplinary action for placing false information on or defacing
their ID cards.

Requirements for participation in Extra-Curricular Activities
Extra-curricular activities are a major part of life at Innovations. They include, but are not limited
to: Student Council, Sport Teams, Special Field Trips, Dance Team, Forensics Club, Poetry Team,
and Future Leaders Club. In order to Participate, a student must meet the following minimum
guidelines:
80% attendance
2.0 G.P.A. on the last Innovations report card
• In good standing with the school and approval from the Office of the Dean of Students
•
•

Parent Team
Innovations High School has a parent team that meets monthly during the school year. In order to
accommodate parent schedules, these monthly update meetings will be offered in the evening.
Innovations High School challenges its students to strive for excellence, thus it is important for
students to be supported by their family and support systems outside of the school environment.
The purpose of the parent team is to inform parents of school issues, student progress, and
upcoming events. It also offers parents an opportunity to support the school through volunteerism
and fundraising opportunities.
In addition to the monthly meetings, there will be monthly parent newsletters mailed to the address
on file. It is important for parents to update address and telephone numbers with
Innovations’ Office Manager. Innovations will also be offering quarterly enrichment workshops.
The topics of these workshops will vary and parents will be notified of the agenda in advance.
Innovations High School is a campus of Youth Connection Charter School and a program of CIRCLE
Foundation. For questions, call (312) 999-9360 or visit www.innovationshs.org.
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Sharing information with parents
Parents have the right to review their students’ records as well as view the qualifications of the
teachers that work with their students upon request. Any parent requesting to see their students’
records should make their request made to the Dean of Students. Any parent requesting to see
teacher qualifications should make their request to the Assistant Principal.
PowerSchool, Aventa, and Emails
Parents can access their students’ grade and attendance records at any time by visiting
PowerSchool: psprem01.yccs.org/public. Please contact a Registrar or Administrator for
PowerSchool login information. Parents whose students are enrolled in Aventa can request a parent
login. It is important for parents to provide a current, active email address. We will be sending
emails periodically to inform parents and students of important announcements, updates, and
events.

Discipline Policy
The discipline policy of Innovations is based on RESPECT. IHS is aligned with the Youth
Connection Charter School Discipline Code of Conduct. However, IHS has tailored specific
disciplinary rules and consequences to satisfy the needs of our school.
The IHS discipline policy applies to students at all times during the school day, while on school
property, while traveling to and from school, at any school-related event, or on any vehicle funded
by IHS. The discipline policy also applies to student behavior outside of school if: (1) a student
commits a level II or III violation, and (2) the behavior disrupts or may disrupt the educational
and/or functioning process(s) at the school or facility where violation occurred. In other words,
students may be disciplined at school for seriously inappropriate behavior off school property and
during non-school hours if the behavior will interfere with teaching, functionality and learning at
the school or facility in question. This includes seriously inappropriate behavior on social
networking websites that disrupts or may disrupt the educational process at the school or facility in
question.
SCOPE OF THE STUDENT DISCIPLINE POLICY
The Student Discipline Policy is not intended to address the entire spectrum of student misbehavior
that may occur at the campus. Instead, the Policy outlines a range of appropriate responses for
certain inappropriate behaviors. Campus administrators retain the discretion to address student
misconduct that is not specifically included in the Policy. However, poor academic achievement
is not an act of misconduct. Therefore, the Policy may not be used to discipline students for
poor academic progress.

Conduct To and From School
Students at IHS are expected to conduct themselves in a manner that reflects self-control and
concern for others. When students are in common areas of the building, on the street or on public
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transportation, students are in the public eye and citizens are fully aware of all IHS students.
Students are expected to behave in a manner that is reflective of Innovations High School. This
behavior includes observations of all laws, respect for the property of others, and showing courtesy
and respect for others. Students must keep in mind that the school campus includes any areas
within a 2-block radius of the school.
Students at IHS are expected to conduct themselves in a manner that reflects self-control and civil
respect for others. When students are in common areas of the building, on the street or on public
transportation, students are in the public eye and citizens are fully aware of all IHS students.
Students are expected to behave in a manner that is reflective of the code of conduct and
disciplinary policies of Innovations High School. This behavior includes observing all
public laws, showing respect for the property of others, and behaving in a courteous and respectful
manner.
Individual students or groups of students that are found to participate in activities deemed illegal,
are in violation of the school’s discipline code, or put classmates or civilians at risk of harm while
traveling to or from school will be disciplined in accordance with our policy. This includes areas
within the Chicago Loop and adjacent neighborhoods. The expectation is for our students to
represent themselves and our school in a positive manner. Students whose behavior threatens public
safety and/or is disruptive to the school community will be disciplined according to our policy, even
if the behavior occurs off campus or outside of school hours. Additionally, students have rights as
citizens and are encouraged to report any violations of their rights to school authorities so that trips
to and from school are enjoyable and safe.
All students must enter the building at 16 N. Wabash. Students must use the stairs to reach the 3rd
floor, where they must report upon entering the school each day. Students will only be granted
permission to use the Wabash elevators in the case of a documented medical exclusion clearly
indicating inability to use the stairs. Students are only allowed to use the State Street entrance if
accompanied by a parent for a scheduled parent meeting or hearing. Students MUST enter and exit
the building QUIETLY and respect the personal space and property of building patrons.

Policy on Students Visiting Local Businesses
Students are responsible for all actions in and around the businesses within a 2-block radius of the
Innovations High School Campus. Students MAY NOT visit stores within a 2-block radius of the
school before school or after school, with the exception of Fridays after school. Any students found
in non-compliance of rules outlined in the Student Parent Handbook regarding theft and or damage
of property, inciting riot or engaging in activities of a physical nature (violent and non-violent) will
be subject to our discipline policy.

Trespassing Policy
As outlined in section (720 ILCS 5/21-5.5):
A person commits the offense of criminal trespass to a safe school zone when he or she knowingly:
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(1) Enters or remains in a safe school zone without lawful business, when as a student or employee, who
has been suspended expelled, or dismissed for disrupting the orderly operation of the school, and as
a condition of the suspension or dismissal has been denied access to the safe school zone for the
period of the suspension or in the case of dismissal for a period not to exceed the term of expulsion,
and has been served in person or by registered or certified mail, at the last address given by that
person, with a written notice of the suspension or dismissal and condition; or
(2) Enters or remains in a safe school zone without lawful business, once being served either in person
or by registered or certified mail that his or her presence has been withdrawn by the school
administrator, or his or her designee, and whose presence or acts interfere with, or whenever there is
reasonable suspicion to believe, such person will disrupt the orderly operation, or the safety, or
peaceful conduct of the school or school activities.
Student(s) who commit any violations described within the above policy shall receive reprimand associated
with 3rd offense of Level III infractions.

Field trips
During the school year, field trips such as visits to art exhibits or museums are scheduled. Field
trips are an important part of the curriculum, college and career exploration, as well as the cultural
component of our program. All Innovations’ rules are applicable to field trips regardless of location
or event. Students are responsible for and subject to penalty of the law for any property damage
and/or legal offenses they commit while on a field trip.

Food and Drinks
Students are not allowed to leave the classroom to get food or drinks, nor are they allowed to eat or
drink during class. No food or drinks are ever allowed outside of the lunchroom. Students may not
bring in open containers of food or drink or ready-to-eat food (such as fast food).

Smoking/Tobacco Use
IHS is a smoke-free environment. Students may not smoke in the building at any time, and may
not smoke on the school’s campus (within a 2-block radius of the school) between the hours of 7:00
a.m. and 7:00 p.m. or on field trips. Students may not smoke during emergency drills, lunch
periods, breaks, or any other time during the school day.

Lunch Policy
Hot Breakfast and Lunch is served daily in the school cafeteria. Students who qualify may apply
for the free lunch program. Other students may purchase the school lunch or bring their own
lunches (ask lunch attendant for school lunch prices). IHS is a closed-campus lunch facility. Staff
will monitor the lunchroom on a rotational basis.

Closed Campus
All students are on a closed campus. Students are not allowed to leave the building for any reason
during lunch or any other period of the day. Violators will receive a level II violation for
unauthorized leaving and re-entering school.
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Candy/Food Sales
All candy/food sales are prohibited at school.

Student Entrance & Elevator Use
Students MUST use the Wabash entrance. Students must not at any time use any of the elevators in
the building unless given explicit permission due to a documented injury or medical condition.

Office Space
Students must be accompanied by staff when in the offices reserved for teachers, office personnel,
or administrators. No student should ever sit at a teacher’s desk unless that teacher has granted
permission.

Telephone Use/ Electronic Device Policy
Students are not allowed to use electronic devices in classrooms or hallways. Parents/guardians
should not call a student’s cell phone during class time. Students are only allowed to use their
devices in the cafeteria during their scheduled breakfast and lunch periods. Outside of phone use
during mealtimes in the cafeteria, all phone calls by and to a student must be made in the office,
with permission from the Office Manager. Parents/guardians must call the office to contact their
students. Cell phones are not to be visible or heard at any time upon students’ entry and exit into the
building, during class time, during passing time, or during detention. Unapproved use of electronic
devices (first 3 offenses) constitutes a Level I violation of the discipline code.

Computers
Students must obtain a teacher’s permission and be supervised by a staff member to use any
computer in the school or the computer lab at any time. Any unauthorized computer usage will lead
to disciplinary action.

Guests
Only the staff/students of Innovations are allowed into the building. If students have friends who
wish to meet them at school, they must meet them outside of the building after school. Family or
guardians who wish to stop by or drop off something at IHS should telephone first to make
arrangements. Anyone with an appointment to visit the school must report immediately to the
office upon entry. Any unauthorized personnel found in the building will be escorted out, detained
and/or arrested.
Children are not allowed in any room in the building other than the main office or an approved
counselor’s office. Students are not allowed to bring their children to school. If a student must bring
their child to school the student is to remain in the office with the child and never leave their child
unattended. Children are not allowed in the hallways or any classrooms. Staff is not responsible for
watching, caring for, feeding, picking up or holding children. When visitors enter the school with
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children, they are to keep their children with them at all times and not allow anyone else in the
building to care for them.

Administering Medications
Under no circumstances shall teachers or other non-administrative school employees, except
certified school nurses, administer medication to students. The administration of medication to
students during regular school and during school related activities should be discouraged unless
absolutely necessary for the critical health and well being of the student. The minimum age for selfmedication is 12 years of age, which means that all students at Innovations High School can selfadminister. Students may self-administer medication under the following circumstances:
• The licensed physician submits a letter on the CPS medication form citing the need for
medication, diagnosis and stated that the student has been taught and knows how to selfadminister the prescribed medication.
• The principal and designated staff shall determine that the student’s mental and physical
ability is sufficient to allow self-administration of prescribed medication.
• The parents of legal guardian must submit a letter stating that the student has permission to
self-administer medication that is also signed by the student. In addition, parents/guardian
must keep an updated emergency form, which will allow the school to keep parents
informed
• An adult will passively monitor students who are approved by the principal for selfadministration of medication.
• All approved medication MUST be stored in a locked area in the office. Failure to turn
in your medication could result in a level III violation.
In case medication is needed during school hours (in case of emergency only), Parents should leave
information obtained from the student’s licensed physician regarding:
• Student’s name, date of birth
• Diagnosis of condition requiring medication
• Name of medication, dosage, route of administration
• Frequency and time of administration
• Date prescription was filled and date of expiration
• Date medication is to be discontinued
• Side effects which might be observed
• Name, signature, and emergency telephone number of the physician
• Other medication child may be receiving at home.
• Certification that the physician has discussed the proper guidelines of self medication and
the individual child understands and is capable of self administrating the prescribed
medication
All requests and physician’s orders are kept in the student’s health folder with a copy given to the
principal. No non-prescription medication will be given to or administered to students by
Innovations High School staff.
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Unauthorized Internet Use
1. Users will not use the school’s network to access or download software from non-educational
websites, particularly those blocked by the school’s network. These websites include, but are not
limited to: social media, video sharing, music sites, proxy sites (such as HotSpot Shield) and retail
sites.
2. Users will not use the school’s network to access, review, upload, download, store, print, post,
receive, transmit or distribute OFFENSIVE information or materials:
a. pornographic, obscene or sexually explicit material or other visual depictions that are
harmful to minors;
b. obscene, abusive, profane, lewd, vulgar, rude, inflammatory, threatening, disrespectful, or
sexually explicit language;
c. materials that use language or images that are inappropriate in the education setting or
disruptive to the educational process;
d. information or materials that could cause damage or danger of disruption to the
educational process;
e. materials that use language or images that advocate violence or discrimination toward
other people (hate literature) or that may constitute harassment or discrimination.

Plagiarism
Plagiarism is defined as the unauthorized use or close imitation of the language, thoughts, work, etc.
of another author and representation of them as one’s original work without proper credit to the
author. Plagiarism is a level I violation of the IHS Discipline Code. Students found guilty of
plagiarism will not receive credit for the assignment. Repeated offenses will be addressed according
to the IHS discipline policy.

Non-Violence Policy
Students are expected to respect fellow students, staff, and guests of Innovations. Physical violence
and verbally abusive language is not acceptable. Verbal assault will result in suspension or
dismissal. Battery will result in dismissal, and a police report will be made.

Hands Off Policy and Sexual Harassment
Students are to keep their hands off other students at all times. Disregard of this policy constitutes a
Level II Violation. Sexual harassment is defined in this to include, but is not limited to, unwanted
sexual advances, verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature, visual forms of a sexual nature, or
request for sexual favors. Physical contact of a sexual nature constitutes sexual harassment and is a
Level III violation.

Dress Code
Students must be in compliance with the school dress code upon entering the school. Students
should not enter the building with drug or alcohol smell on their clothing or in their belongings.
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The following dress code is applicable to all students.
1. Clothes should be clean and neat.
2. Shorts and skirts: minimum length must reach the top of the knees.
3. Baggy style pants must be secured at the waist so that underwear does not show.
4. Shoes must be tied or securely closed at all times (no sandals, flip flops, slippers/house
shoes, etc.).
5. No hats, do-rags, or other head coverings should be worn by either male/female.
6. No gang paraphernalia.
7. Pants must be beige khaki pants. No jeans, sweatpants, leggings, corduroys, or ripped
khakis.
8. IHS uniform shirts should not be altered in any way.
Dress code is: Males--Beige khaki pants, official school shirt (purchased from school), and
school ID.
Females--Beige khaki pants, official school shirt (purchased from school), and
school issued ID.
IHS provides official shirts for purchase ($15 each); however, pants must be purchased outside
of school. No grades or transcripts will be given until all fees are paid. No outer garments may
cover the uniform shirt, with the exception of the IHS cardigan. No sweaters or jackets
(other than the IHS cardigan) may be worn inside the building during school hours.

Out of Uniform Policy
Students may not be in the building when out of uniform. Students who do not have a shirt for
the day will be allowed up to 3 temporary shirt rentals and 3 uniform pants passes per quarter.

POLICE NOTIFICATION
School administrators contact the Chicago Police Department (CPD) in two situations: (1) to seek
assistance with an emergency situation, or (2) to notify law enforcement of a criminal act.
Emergency
School administrators have the responsibility to call 911 in situations they determine to be
emergencies. When a student’s misconduct amounts to a criminal act or poses danger to the health,
safety or welfare of other students and staff at a campus, it may be necessary and appropriate to
contact the Chicago Police Department (CPD) and to seek their assistance. If a student engages in
such behavior, a campus official must contact the CPD. Whenever the campus notifies the police
during an emergency concerning student misconduct, the campus must also immediately make a
reasonable effort to contact the parent/guardian of that student.
There are other inappropriate behaviors by students, not listed in the Policy, that require the campus
administrator to assess the nature of the misconduct and the extent to which the health, safety or
welfare of other persons are placed in danger by a student’s actions. In those instances, the
administrator must make a judgment call as to whether contacting CPD is appropriate.
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Campus officials should consider whether the misconduct is particularly egregious and/or the
student persists in misconduct after being told to cease such behavior and continues to endanger the
health, safety or welfare of others.
The discretionary exercise of a campus official’s authority to notify the CPD should involve the
consideration of a variety of factors. Those factors include, but are not limited to:
v The age of the student engaging in misconduct;
v The extent to which the student acted intentionally or recklessly;
v Whether the student has received prior warnings; and
v Whether the student’s misconduct is specifically intended to cause others physical harm or
endanger the health, safety or welfare of others (notify police if student has an IEP).
Once school staff contacts CPD, the responding police officers ultimately will determine whether or
not to investigate, arrest, and/or take any other steps in response. School principals and staff do not
have the authority to decide whether a student will be arrested. Moreover, responding police
officers do not have the authority to decide whether a student will receive interventions or
consequences at school. The school principal will use the SCC to determine the appropriate
intervention(s) and/or consequence(s) to address a student’s behavior.

Discipline Code
This code will allow parents and students to know in advance the consequences of specific acts of
misconduct. The Code divides violations into three categories according to their severity. Level III
violations of school rules as well as violations of state and federal laws and city ordinances can
result in reassignment hearing and/or dismissal. In regards to Level III violations, IHS
administration has the right to contact C.P.D. at their own discretion when applicable.
Level 1 Violations
o Eating in class, displaying food/drink in class
o Sitting on top of tables
o Use of inappropriate language in/outside of class (i.e. in hallway, bathroom, on field
trips)
o Unapproved use of headphones in class
o Late to class
o Sleeping in class
o Refusing to do classwork
o Throwing objects in class to other students
o Accessing unauthorized computer internet sites of a non-offensive nature
o Unapproved use of cell phone/electronic device
o Disrupting class instruction
o Unapproved use of the elevators
o Exhibiting inappropriate noise level (above conversation level) on campus, including
but not limited to upon exiting through the building lobby
o Cheating on an exam or quiz
o Plagiarism (see policy on Plagiarism)
o Leaving class without permission/cutting class
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Level II Violations:
o Repeated instances of level I violations (4 or more)
o Destruction of school property
o Smoking on campus during school hours
o Blatant disrespect to staff and/or repeated disregard of staff’s directions
o Blatantly disrespectful to another student
o Verbal/Physical contact with another student of a nonviolent/non-sexual nature
(horseplay)
o Disruptive behavior during emergency drills
o Unapproved leaving and re-entering during school hours
o Unauthorized soliciting on school campus during school hours
o Gambling (participating in), or in the presence (spectating) of gambling
o Possession of drug paraphernalia (classification of items that could be utilized as
drug paraphernalia is up to discretion of IHS administrators).
o Accessing unauthorized computer internet sites of an offensive nature (see
unauthorized internet use policy)
Level III Violations:
o Repeated incidents of level II violations (4 or more)
o Sexual harassment of student or staff
o Indecent exposure
o Forgery of a school document or other official document
o Interfering with any Disciplinary action
o Refusing or avoiding to be searched
o Possession, use, sale, distribution or under the influence of alcohol, illegal drugs,
unapproved prescription medication, or over-the-counter medication.
o Actively observing or participating in a transaction of alcohol, illegal drugs,
prescription medication, or over-the-counter medication
o Causing or threatening staff/student with bodily or emotional harm
o Possession, use, sale, distribution of weapon
o Theft of any kind on school campus
o Real or false terrorist or bomb threats, fire threats, pulling fire alarms, or causing or
enciting panic in the school
o Bullying (repeated harassing, intimidating and/or causing emotional harm to another
student or staff)
o Cyber-Bullying (using internet or other digital/electronic means to harass, intimidate
and/or cause emotional harm to another student or staff)
o Gang activity
o Using a cell phone or other recording device to record and/or upload photos or video
of activities at the school without staff permission
o Accessing unauthorized areas of the school
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Student Discipline Process
Step 1: Identify infraction based on the code.
Refer to IHS Discipline Code and find the class violation appropriate to the behavior.
Step 2: Complete Misconduct Report.
Misconduct Report must be completely filled out; including dates, code violation, full
name of all parties involved, and full descriptive narrative of incident. Student must
be notified of misconduct report.
Step 3: Submit Misconduct Report to Dean of Students.
Step 4: Campus Officials investigate.
Dean of Students will investigate incident and interview involved parties to help
determine appropriate course of action. Student may appeal incident at this point.
Step 5: Discipline according to policy.
Dean of Students will make the determination if the maximum penalty is warranted.
Step 6: Reassignment or alternative placement hearings
Step 7: Appeal process

Suspension & Reassignment Policy
Suspended students receive class work and homework assignments for equivalent credit. They are
afforded the right to take statewide assessments, and specialized support services will be provided,
if applicable.
Reassigned students cannot return to the school premises or attend school activities. Reassigned
students may petition for readmittance via discipline hearing after student has sat out one full
semester. Reassigned students may have the option of transferring to another YCCS campus (see
Office of The Dean of Students for more information). Students have the right to appeal suspension
and reassignment determinations by petitioning the Office of the Dean of Students and following
instructions given. All suspensions and reassignments must be approved by the Principal or
Assistant Principal.
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First Offense

Level 1
Level 2
Verbal warning Administrator/
Parent
Conference

Second
Offense

Written
1 day In
warning,
School
detention &
Suspension
staff phone call
to parent

Third Offense

Verbal &
written
warning &
administrator
phone call to
parent
Administrator/
Student/Parent
conference

Fourth
Offense

2-3 day In
School
Suspension

Level 3
3 day Out of
School
Suspension &
Parent
Conference
5 day Out of
School
Suspension,
Parent
Conference &
CAPA
Reassignment
Hearing

2-3 day Out of
School
Suspension

Violations are subject to verbal warning, depending on the nature of the incident (up to discretion of
the administration). Deans of Students may exercise discretion in implementing the Discipline
chart.

In School Suspension (ISS) Policy and Procedures
In School suspension (ISS) is a response to discipline policy violations. ISS provides an
opportunity for students to be held accountable without penalties without removing them from
school. Furthermore, ISS provides a platform that promotes self-awareness, conflict resolution and
restorative justice.
•
•
•
•

In school suspension begins at 3:00 pm and ends at 6:00 pm of the day immediately following
response to infraction
No student will be allowed entry after 3:15 pm
Students are subject to all rules and regulations outlined in the IHS Discipline Policy
Failure to serve the ISS make-up day after will result in an out of school suspension equal to
day(s) originally mandated by infraction
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Along with classwork, all ISS participants will be responsible for completing restorative justice
assignments. The assignments include, but are not limited to:
• Reflective Q/A’s on Respect and/or the definition there of
• Apology Letter describing incident and response that would have led to positive outcome
• Creation and/or signing of Contractual Agreement outlining interaction(s) between individuals
in conflict
• Conflict Resolution Essays and/or handouts
• Identifying barriers to education

Corrective and Preventative Action Plan (CAPA)
CAPA stands for Corrective And Preventive Action plan. CAPAs are a part of the Innovations High
School (IHS) restorative justice program and serve as an agreement between the
student/parent/guardian and the school. Students are given a CAPA when they fail to comply with
the IHS discipline policy after several warnings and reprimands, and upon returning from out of
school suspensions. CAPAs are designed to correct undesired or unacceptable behavior and replace
them with actions more conducive to a successful learning experience and environment.
CAPAs outline the student’s areas of improvement to help prevent potential issues from recurring
or arising. Students will learn replacement ways of dealing with the presenting problem via school
staff or school third party referral programs. The student is to meet with their Advisor weekly to
discuss their compliance with their CAPA and the Dean’s Department monthly for a CAPA
evaluation. If the student remains in compliance with his/her CAPA, the student will be taken off
the contract and rewarded for their progression. If the student does not stay in compliance with their
CAPA, the student will be reassigned to another school within Youth Connection Charter School
(YCCS) network.
School officials at Innovations will not advise or encourage students to drop out voluntarily due to
behavioral or academic difficulties.
Procedural Safeguards for Discipline of Students with Disabilities/Impairments

Bullying and School Violence Policy
I. Purpose
The purpose of this bullying and school violence policy is to ensure that Illinois schools create
positive conditions for learning and development that support the academic, social and emotional
well-being of all students.
II. Policy Statement
In this school, in line with the Illinois School Prevention Act (105 ILCS 5/27-23.7 et seq.), bullying
on the basis of actual or perceived race, color, religion, sex, national origin, ancestry, age, marital
status, physical or mental disability, military status, sexual orientation, gender-related identity or
expression, unfavorable discharge from military service, association with a person or group with
one or more of the aforementioned actual or perceived characteristics, or any other distinguishing
characteristic is prohibited.
Any student or students who engage in bullying or school violence will be subject to a range of
consequences, including educational and behavioral consequences. Unless an incident involves
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serious harm or the threat of serious harm to a person or persons, involving law enforcement should
be the course of last resort. School personnel must immediately intervene in bullying and school
violence.
III. Bullying Defined
Bullying is any severe or pervasive physical or verbal act or conduct, including communications
made in writing or electronically, directed toward a student or students that has or can be reasonably
predicted to have the effect of one or more of the following:
(1) placing the student or students in reasonable fear of harm to the student or student’s person or
property;
(2) causing a substantially detrimental effect on the student’s or students’ physical or mental health;
(3) substantially interfering with the student’s or students’ academic performance; OR
(4) substantially interfering with the student’s or students’ ability to participate in or benefit from
the services, activities, or privileges provided by a school.
AND occurs at one or more of the following times or places:
(1) during any school-sponsored education program or activity; while in school, on school
property, on school buses or other school vehicles, at designated school bus stops waiting
for the school bus, or at school-sponsored or school-sanctioned events or activities; OR
through the transmission of information from a school computer, a school computer
network, or other similar electronic school equipment.
(2) Examples of bullying include harassment, threats, intimidation, stalking, physical violence,
sexual harassment, sexual violence, theft, public humiliation, destruction of property, or
retaliation for asserting or alleging an act of bullying. Behavior not listed here may also
constitute bullying.

Suicide Prevention
Innovations High School follows a detailed protocol when responding to suicidal behaviors. When
a student is identified as being at risk, they will be assessed by a school employed mental health
professional who will work with the student and help connect them to appropriate local resources.

Innovations High School’s Jim Stone Scholarship Award
This program is a set up to reward selected Innovations students by awarding them a $500 yearly
scholarship. This scholarship is distributed quarterly in $125 allotments. As this program
emphasizes scholastic achievement, leadership and vocational skills, it is requested that the students
use this fund to support any educational and occupational needs that they may have. Students that
receive this award may continue to be a recipient each year, for up to two years after graduation, as
long as they continue to meet the program requirements.
The program requirements are as follows:
•

Students interested in being selected to be in the scholarship program must submit an
application no later than one month after each quarter begins.
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•

Each student must show academic excellence by achieving a 3.0 or higher GPA.

•

Each student must participate job readiness programming or actively hold a job while in the
program.

•

Each student must actively demonstrate leadership ability within the school or community.

•

Each student must maintain excellent attendance and be in good standing with the Deans’
department. Students in the program should have no major disciplinary infractions; this
includes level II and level III violations and suspensions for any reason.

•

All Innovations graduates in the scholarship program must be actively enrolled in a college,
university or trade school, and/or hold a steady job.

•

All Innovations graduates in the scholarship program must return after graduation to provide
mentoring, tutoring, or some alumni service to the current student body. This must alumni
service work must be completed at least once every quarter.

•

Students who have more than one (1) work study class will not be eligible for work study in
that qualifying quarter. The Jim Stone Scholarship is for excellence in academic classes;
work study does not qualify.

•

In order to assist students with completing the FAFSA application in a timely fashion, all
seniors must complete the FAFSA by the end of January each year. Students may use tax
returns from the previous filing period and make corrections later if needed to reflect
updates in parental income. This must be done in order for seniors to receive Quarter 3
schedules, and in order for January graduates to be considered as graduates.

•

Post-secondary plans must be completed prior to graduation. Students will be given several
opportunities to complete their plans (in appointments during class time, during lunch, after
school).

Innovations’ Four Quadrants
Personal Development: Personal development includes activities that improve awareness and
identity, develop talents and potential, build human capital and facilitates employability, enhance
quality of life and contribute to the realization of dreams and aspirations.
At IHS students will engage in a personal development educational experience that includes the
following activities:
• Improving self-awareness
• Improving self-knowledge
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Building or renewing identity
Developing strengths or talents
Identifying or improving potential
Building employability or human capital
Enhancing lifestyle or the quality of life
Improving health
Fulfilling aspirations
Defining and executing personal development plans
Improving social abilities

Intelligent Creative Expression: Creative expression can help to make concepts more concrete,
personalize abstractions, and affect attitudes by involving emotional as well as intellectual
responses. Creative expression also enhances students’ ability to effectively communicate, and
innovatively express themselves in a variety of settings and experiences.
As an arts-integrated school, IHS students will be encouraged to employ intelligent creative
expression in areas such as:
• Writing: Students might write original poetry, songs, dramas, stories, or essays or compile
collections of relevant material from other sources. They might also write letters or
editorials on issues that concern them.
• Graphic Arts: Students will use various media: drawing and painting; making mobiles,
collages, or sculptures; taking photographs; creating installations;
• Music: The possibilities of music for learning are limitless. In addition to various uses of
music in core classes; students will have the opportunity to learn appreciation, critique, and
technical aspects of music while working in an industry-standard, state of the art recording
studio. They will have the opportunity to learn real-world employable skills that may mold
a career path.
• Film and Video: As with music, film and video offer vast educational opportunities in IHS
core classes. In various courses, students may have the opportunity to learn appreciation,
critique, and technical aspects of film and video in the context of content area learning.
• Dramatization: Students will have the opportunity to engage in many dramatic techniques
that can enhance learning. Sometimes their purpose is for participants to "experience" an
unfamiliar situation or identity (e.g., being a refugee, being disabled) and develop empathy
and appreciation for different points of view (e.g., acting the role of a perpetrator, a witness,
an advocate). Other dramatizations may serve to concretize concepts (e.g., acting out articles
of law) or analyze conflict (e.g., acting out confrontations between police and
demonstrators).
Social Responsibility: Social responsibility is an ethical ideology or theory that an entity, be it an
organization or individual, has an obligation to act to benefit society at large. Social responsibility
focuses on group and individual obligations to acts and behaviors that to benefit society at large.
This responsibility can be passive, by avoiding engaging in socially harmful acts, or active, by
performing activities that directly advance social goals.
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At IHS students will be introduced to concepts of social responsibility through educational
experiences in areas such as:
• Core values
• Principles of character
• Levels of responsibility
• Personal Social Responsibility (PSR)
• Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
Scholastic Excellence: Scholastic excellence focuses on our school's commitment to Higher
Standards of instruction and student performance. Scholastic excellence not only demands and
fosters a commitment to discipline and excellence in regards to academic achievement, it also
carries over into a student’s general focus on excellence in all areas of life. This standard of
excellence affords students the ability to develop a knowledge base that will fully prepare them to
be academically competent and competitive in their future fields of study. IHS focuses on projectbased learning and offers an innovative and challenging arts-integrated experience in a small school
setting. IHS faculty engages in year-round curriculum planning and professional development
activities that ensure a high quality education designed to engage students and increase academic
performance. Student performance is held to a high standard; this seen in that all student
performance must exceed our minimum grade standard (70%) in order to receive credit for
successful completion of a course. IHS also uses a wide array of assessment tools to fully assess a
student’s mastery of the material being taught. These assessments include standardized tests,
written and oral assessments, as well as portfolio presentations. Our curriculum includes courses in
the subjects of Math, Science, English, Social Science, Sound Engineering, Health and Physical
Education, and Drama.

Policy on Supporting Transgender and Gender Nonconforming Students
It is the goal of Innovations High School to create a learning environment in its school community
where students are protected from bullying, discrimination, and harassment. Therefore, it is our
responsibility to ensure that students who are transgender and gender nonconforming have a safe
and welcoming school environment. This includes ensuring that any incident of discrimination,
harassment, or violence is given immediate attention, including investigating the incident, taking
appropriate corrective action, and providing students and staff with pertinent resources. Complaints
alleging discrimination or harassment based on a person's actual or perceived transgender status or
gender nonconformity should be reported to staff immediately and will be handled in accordance
with the school's Anti-Bullying policy, the Non-Discrimination, Title IX and Sexual Harassment
Policy and the Student Code of Conduct. If a student or parent/guardian needs additional supports
and/or accommodations please contact school administration. Students and parents/guardians may
request a complete copy of the school's "Guidelines Regarding the Support of Transgender and
Gender Nonconforming Students" at any time.

Innovations High School
School Holidays and Other Important Dates
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2017-2018 School Year
September 5th
October 9th
October 18th
November 2nd
November 3rd
November 10th
November 16th
November 22nd-24th
December 13th
December 25th-Jan. 5th
January 15th
February 1st
February 2nd
February 12th
February 19th
March 5th
March 14th
March 26th-30th
April 12th
April 13th
April 19th
May 28th
June 18th
June 19th
June 19th

First day of school
Columbus Day Holiday (No Classes)
Phoenix Family Day 2:00-5:00 p.m.
Last day of 1st quarter
School Improvement Day (No Classes)
Veterans’ Day (No Classes)
Report Card Pickup/Parent Teacher Conferences (No Classes)
Thanksgiving Holiday (No Classes)
Phoenix Family Day 2:00-5:00 p.m.
Holiday Break (No Classes)
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday (No Classes)
Last Day of 3rd Quarter
School Improvement Day (No Classes)
Lincoln’s Birthday (No Classes)
Presidents’ Day (No Classes)
Pulaski Day (No Classes)
Phoenix Family Day 2:00-5:00 p.m.
Spring Break (No Classes)
Last day of 3rd Quarter
School Improvement Day (No Classes)
Report Card Pickup/Parent Teacher Conferences (No Classes)
Memorial Day (No Classes)
Last day of 4th quarter, Senior Luncheon*
School Improvement Day (No Classes)
Graduation Day*

* Tentative Dates
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